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January 24, 2008

YOUTH MINISTRY (TEENYS)

Last Friday night our youth gathered at The Gymtascocita for a night of fun. As | interacted with
the teens by visiting in the bleachers and plagiodge ball and basketball with them, | was reminded
what a great group of teenagers we have. Thereesse of unity in our youth group. Yes, they are
dealing with normal teenage relationships, but toeg the Lord and they love each other. There were
lost teens there that had been invited by our tesrtsit reminded me of the stories | hear of eens
putting the Gospel in the paths of their peer©iéxdommunity. Some of our fantastic and faithfullesd
that mentor, disciple and teach our teens were tlagrd it reminded me that three times each week ou
teens receive large doses of Bible teaching intaadio any they receive at home. I'd certainly be
happy for my children to be in our current youtbuw if my kids were old enough. Pastor Wes and his
team are doing a great job of doing everything teayto ground the young people in the Word of God.

Speaking of his team, our youth workers are vefgotize. The reason | know that is by watching the
way our teens interact with their leaders. Thedd®wave fun with the workers and there is back anith
teasing and such, but there is a clear respetihéarleadership. The respect our teens have &r th
leadership is telling. Our teens have seen in teachers and leaders notable character worth
respecting.

Join me in praying regularly for Pastor Wes, ountiiowvorkers, and our teens. The teens are at aiime
their lives where they are able to learn so mu¢terd minds are so alert, active, and hungry. | gray
out of our youth group will come men and women \@he Christlike and responsible lay people as
young adults as well as teens who have surrendenmahistry and missions.

Sunday Evening Ministries

I've said it before right here and | happily sayig Sunday evenings at NEHBC are special. This pas
Sunday evening, our spring semester kicked offlapeént the evening walking around. | sat in orheac
of the adult Christian Life University (CLU) classespent time observing AWANA, mingled with
teenagers, and walked the preschool hallway a emfgimes. Everywhere | went, | sensed the work of
the Lord being done. | found adults earnestly le@yimow to share their faith, defend their faith, o
better understand marriage. | found teenagers duiggical labor working on a church project. Bu th
highlight for me was when | turned the corner ia thildrens wing and literally almost ran into a grc

of excited workers in the hallway. There was muxtited chatter and clapping going on. What
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happening? They were celebrating an addition tdahely of God. We had just gained another sigte
Christ. A third grade girl was reciting John 3:bGatlistener who asked the girl if she knew what th
verse actually meant. A conversation took placd,farally the girl insisted that she wanted to ghe
life to the Lord Jesus. It simply doetsget any better than that. | was thrilled to deeworkers huddle
together celebrating. That is indeed what it istdb®hey were used by the Lord to lead someone to
salvation and then were sincerely celebrating pitsal victory. They werert’alone in the celebratio
A bigger and better one was taking place in thetgpl realm. It seems over the last few months,
AWANA has become a conduit of regular spiritualdkiarough for not a few children. I'm regularly
hearing accounts of children being saved, requestaptism, and bringing their lost families to wuope
services. AWANA workers, I'm so proud of you. Thaydu for your love for the Lord Jesus. If you are
looking for a meaningful place of service at NEHB@Gu ought to give serious consideration to
AWANA. The Lord is moving there.

If you don’t come on Sunday evenings, you are mgsiut.

SPORTSMEN'S BANQUET

By the way, this past Sunday night | stumbled uihenleadership team for the May 17 Sportsmen’s
Banquet hard at work. They've been meeting singge®eber. You will not believe what is in store for
the 2008 version. Let me just put it this way, theyl to reserve the high school parking lot actioss
street for all the cars because so many compareasoaing to set up exhibits that the parking $oali
taken up by the reserved displays. The big meetitigake place outside under a 1,000 person tent.
The room in which we have our worship services haéltransformed into the mother of all mounted
animal exhibits. I'm talking wall-to-wall mounteahianals. Last year’s wild animal display was minor
league compared to the 2008 version. | understamdhotgun/skeet range will be bigger this year as
well as the bow course. Rumor has it that therebeila large tank in which the little kids can toy
catch real fish. I'm really looking forward to theinting dog demonstrations and the 4-wheeler tests.

When | left the planning meeting, | gave thankth®Lord. You know I'm not a big believer in big
event evangelism nor am | willing for NEHBC to big bvent driven. But after what | saw last year, if
eating kangaroo and giving away shotguns and hawiofgssional bass fishermen on hand to teach
someone how to walk a lure is going to draw losititaghen in such great numbers, then order the
kangaroo. So many lost men came last year andutimder that indicated a desire to surrender to Chris
shocked me. | am a firm believer that the churghisary ministry is life change through systematic,
regular, and meaty teaching of the Bible. Accordm@ Corinthians 14:24-25, solid expository
preaching and teaching makes the lost very awatigeafneed for a Savior and causes the saved to
grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jegas.| remain very concerned that too great a
percentage of today’s churches are women and ehild¥/hile | deeply value women and children, at
least as much as the men, the absence in the chousie of the biblical head of the home is
disconcerting. We have to do something to reach idéme “fish” will bite on kangaroo, | say balé
hook. The Sportsmen’s Banquet is a “can’t miss’névlark your calendar. May 17, 2008.

PEDICURE PARTIES

Isaiah 52:7: How lovely on the mountains are thet & him who brings good news, who announces
peace and brings good news of happiness, who aneswalvation, and says to Zion, "Your God
reigns!”
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If you want to see some beautiful feet, you shaalche to one of our mission team orientations. On

Sunday night, January Y3we had our 2008 Missions Fair at which | challshgur church family to
sign up for mission trips. The next step in thecess was to hold an orientation meeting for eaaimte
for the purposes of building a sense of “team”yptimg initial instruction, and prayer. These
orientation meetings are taking place this weekrad. The Vidor and Estonian teams met in our f
on Monday and Tuesday respectively of this weekidit, the Virginia team meets at Pastor Sonny’s
home, and next Tuesday the Thailand team meetdl &aBnpbell's home. At the Estonian meeting,
team got to hear from Tom Thompson in Estoniadinghe phone. That was a special time. A sense of
expectation and excitement has marked the medtwgsfar. Personally, | am as excited about thpe tri
to minister to Hurricane Rita victims through rdding homes in southeast Texas as | am the trip to
Estonia to distribute Bibles. | feel the same whgut the Virginia, New Orleans, Arkansas, and
Thailand trips. In every case we are going to pesiple to announce to them and show them the good
news of Jesus Christ.

If you have not yet committed to a trip and yet yaoe still praying along those lines, | want t@agly
encourage you to make a decision. The teams a&dglbeginning to meet. It will be so helpful talyo
to belong to the team for encouragement, praystruation, and training.

THAILAND TRIP CLOSED

I’'m sad and happy to announce the Thailand triplisWe cannot accept any more commitments. I'm
sad because nobody else can sign up. I'm happybeaee filled all the spots on the team. The IMB is
the host of this trip, and they set the cap on hwamy people can participate. | never in my wildest
dreams thought we’d max out the trip, but you dlidl shouldn’t be surprised.

NEW ORLEANSTRIPISCLOSED

The deadline for the New Orleans trip was this pstday so no more people can participate in the
trip. We have to set a deadline due to hotel regiems and training for the trip. Our team leawas f
Mardi Gras a week from Saturday. It is hard todaadithe first trip of the year is upon us. We'll be
praying for outNew Orlean team this coming Sunday in all the servi
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