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March 27, 2008

BOYSTO MEN

A word of encouragement for those trying to raiegdto be Godly men in a Godless culture.

Much discussion exists in evangelical circles rdgey a boyhood, adolescence, and manhood. When is
a boy no longer a boy but rather a man? Does thsegve call “adolescence” even exist? Much
disagreement exists, but one thing is sure regesdleone’s views on these issues, there is nohmuc
time to prepare a boy for manhood. There are j@stvecrucial years of boyhood to lay the groundwork
for a lifetime of manhood.

If your son chooses to become a follower of Chtis, Lord Jesus will, when He is ready, revealito h
His will for your son’s life with regard to his sece in the Kingdom. Your son will embark on a
journey of living out that call in a world that leatthe Lord Jesus and opposesKingdom of God. In
addition, the Lord may call your son to get marwe@ day which would in turn be a call to live as a
Godly husband in a world that mocks and undermmasiage. Still further, the Lord may one day call
him to fatherhood which would mean facing the avagle of being a biblical father in a world of bral
father-son and father-daughter relationships.

How does one prepare a boy to become a man of [Sdt@re a clear biblical strategy to implement?

Listen to the simple instruction the Lord gave dmstwvhen he succeeded Moses as the leader of the
nation of Israel. Joshua 1.@nly be strong and very courageous; be carefuld@dcording to all the
law which Moses My servant commanded you; do motftam it to the right or to the left, so that you
may have success wherever you go.

| want to briefly point out the four parts to Gedtrategy for Joshua to be a man of God. | belieaeif
a parent will use this strategy, they will raiseittboy to be a man of God in this world.

1. God spoke directly to Joshua, thus we can eesitglude that Joshua personally knew God. A
parent must start early in their efforts to lay ¢flneundwork for their son to choose to follow Je
Christ. Two elements, working together, will makestdecision in your son’s life likely. First,
regular teaching of the Word of God—nboth at chuanot in the home. If you do not do so
already, you need to have regular Bible teachmgsiin your home throughout the week. If you
want some direction, just let me know and I'd ba&dglo help. Second, parents who live what the
Bible teaches. The child c't just know what the Bible says; they must alsoisatwork in the
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lives of their parents. A parent living out the Waf God teaches a child that a relationship \
the Lord is a matter of great importance. Salvaisoone of the four components in the strategy.

2. “Only be strong™ Godly men are men of strength. This is not a enatt physical strength, but
rather one of inner strength. A man of God is gdm¢thin the Bible and His relationship with
Jesus Christ. His convictions run deep, his mavaigass is well calibrated, his values line up
with God'’s, and compromise of the Word of God iscaeptable. This kind of inner strength
comes from studying and memorizing the Word of @nd being mentored in real life situations,
but a more seasoned follower of Christ, to do vighaght in God’s eyes--to be righteous.
Strength is one of the four components in the esgrat

3. “Only be . .. very courageousGodly men are men of courage. Courage is not teeraie of
fear, but a willingness to stand for what is righthe face of your fear. It is a willingness to be
righteous in the face of tremendous opposition.r&geous men are a rare sighting in the
Kingdom of Godhere on earth. Many are marked by cowardice. Mem are more afraid of wh
people think of them than what Jesus Christ thotkbhem. Men who walk by sight and not by
faith. Men who crater in the face of mounting ogpos. Parent, teach your son frayoung ag
that you expect him to be a person of couragehiuin situations, while he is still under your
care and as he is ready, that will give him expeseat being courageous. Give him opportunities
to stand alone in the face of spiritual oppositibalk about those opportunities after they happen.
Talk about what to do the next time it happens. 8Ml@durage to your son. He needs to see you
stand for the Lord in the face of opposition. Hedeto learn from you that courage is not brash,
arrogant, or obnoxious. Courage is righteous. Hglsa¢o see you mocked for your walk with the
Lord. Courage is one of the four components insthategy.

4. “Be careful to do according to all the law which Bes My servant commanded you; do not turn
from it to the right or to the left’Gody men obey the Word of God. They are men who ey t
grace of God at work in their lives, obey the Biated when they don’t, they make sure they right
their wrongs. When one lives in this way, they Wile a clean life. This kind of clean living
ensures there is nothing that will separate yomftiee Lord Jesus. It ensures one does not gt
and grieve the Holy Spirit and thus remains aleklis guidance, counsel, conviction, and
comfort. This kind of clean living ensures ther@asbreach in one’s integrity that someone can
use as leverage to manipulate you. Parent, teaahsgm to obey you thoroughly. By learning to
obey you, he will know what it means to obey thed.d here need to be effective repercussions
for disobedience. He needs to learn disobediensia i@gainst God. Obedience to the Word of
God is one of the four components in the strategy.

Men of God are followers of Christ and are markgatoength, courage, and obedience.

Parent, | want to encourage you to follow thiststyg in raising your son. Grab hold of this plargyp
for wisdom from God, execute the plan by faith, arait for the harvest.

GREATEST GIFT TO JESUS OFFERING

$55,000. Wow. Northeast Houston family, | can’t y@u how satisfied | am with the offering we
collected this past Sunday. This one time gifgenable us to go beyond our budget to spread thpet
even more, is going to do exactly that. Lives Wwélsaved, Bibles will be printed, believers will be
discipled, and churches will be started becaugbkisbffering. Terrific. Thank you for loving Jesus
Christ this much.

Let me take the opportunity to remind you this \@asially our 2007 Greatest Gift to Jesus Offering.
Remember, we usually collect this offering in Debemeach year, but because of the full court pra
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our building plans this past December, 2007, wdnpdghe Greatest Gift to Jesus Offering to Ea
That means we will get to do this again this conregember and | can’t wait.

CHURCH PICNIC

I’'m looking forward to our picnic this coming Sundiollowing the third service. Food, drinks, and
plate ware will be provided at no charge. Bringylauvn chairs or a picnic blanket. We are picnigkin
on our field on the south side of the building.

Come and meet new people, see current friends,esneav old relationships. It is going to be a great
time. Oh, and pray for good weather.

PERSONNEL

Please continue to pray for the Lord to bring cewmirector of Childhood Ministries to us. | have
spoken with lots of candidates, many of whom asagpeople, but | have not found the one. My hiring
mantra remains the same: I'd rather have no onettiwrong one. It isheasy finding a staff memb
who fits our approach to ministry. But, the persoout there and when the Lord is ready, He wibssr
my path with theirs. | would just like it to be soo

NEW TITHE BOXES

Yesterday, a large, black box was mounted on tHeatvaach end of the lobby. A sign at each box
indicates they are tithe and offering drop off knmas. You are welcome at any time to drop youmetst
and offerings in these boxes which will be emptlady. Please always remember to put your financial
gift into one of the pink envelopes before droppingto a tithe box. This helps our business @ffic
tremendously.

These boxes were mounted in response to the imegeasmber of people that come out of the services
on Sundays and Wednesdays who were unpreparedtivagneen bags came around during the
service. Instead of finding an usher to collectrttaney from an individual in the lobby, staff membe
can now just direct people to the boxes.

These boxes are not taking the place of the giglagment during our services. They are just another
avenue for people to give financially. Now, a persan give on-line, during a service, or via thieeti
boxes in the lobby.

GATES

On Tuesday of this week, we had gates installdbtht entrances to our parking lot. We have needed
these gates for some time now. We regularly getéhbly local law enforcement to put up gates bec
people loiter in our parking lot late at night, stimes into the wee hours of the morning. In other
words, our parking lot has the potential to be us®d staging area for some undesirable comm
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activity. Also, more and more our parking lot isrfgeused by 1-wheelers as an unloading zone. (
grassy islands seem to be in their way as theynalytride right through the islands and leave deep
tracks in their wake. The gates will be open dubnginess hours during the week, Wednesday nights,
all day on Sundays, and during any scheduled ewenssde of those times. It is an unfortunate but
necessary step in our efforts to protect the ptgpbe Lord has entrusted to our ce
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